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A Sample Unit of Study


Dear Reader,



Dear Reader,

This unit focuses on how a community changed over time. We choose the school’s community as an entry point for this unit as it builds upon the students’ knowledge, and provides an opportunity to apply new research skills and strategies as they learn about the people and places in their community.  During this unit, students will begin to research the ideas of people working, living, and sharing together.  In addition, the students’ understanding of community will be used as a “jumping-off” point to look at first at how communities have changed over time, and later, how other communities are similar and different. Students will also begin to explore the concept of interdependence

Students will use interviews, which were designed to complement their reading, as a strategy to learn about history and change. In addition to exploring strategies for note-taking, students will begin to explore effective interview questions, conducting interviews, and then analyzing interview data to make inferences and predictions.  We want our students to be young historians as they gather, compile, and analyze their data in preparation for their final project.

Inside this packet you will find an overarching essential question, some focusing questions, a “brainstorm of possibilities,” as well as some suggested lessons and resources to support you as you bring this unit alive in your classroom. The lessons are designed so that each teacher can customize and enrich the teaching points to meet the needs and interests of his or her students. We have purposely provided a few SAMPLE lesson plans to help you along the way, since there are many ways to help students understand the content and concepts in social studies. In addition, you can find many approaches to using nonfiction in a project-based social studies curriculum. We hope that during your grade-level meetings and/or your extended professional development sessions you will meet with other grade-level teachers to discuss the classroom collections and to create additional lessons as you help build a culture of professional learning and collegiality in your schools.

Social studies is an essential foundation for our students to be informed and active participants in our communities. Each of us must do our part to help students understand the complexities of our world and why we need to be involved citizens. With your help, this unit of study will help our students become young historians as they gain essential skills and strategies as they immerse themselves in this unit of study. By gaining an understanding of how communities may change over time, students can build upon their growing knowledge about communities, recognizing that they are both alike and different, and that each community has a story that is interesting and unique.







                  Social Studies

                  Unit Focus

	Essential Question

This is the overarching question for the unit. It includes and goes beyond the 

content of a unit. Lessons and activities are designed to help bring students 

closer to this question, though it is likely that it will never be fully answered. 

	


	Focus Questions

These are the guiding questions for the unit. They are designed to address 

the Essential Question, the specific content of the unit and the NYS Standards. Lessons and activities are designed to help students come to answers to these questions.


	Lessons/Activities

These are lessons and/or activities designed to address the Essential Question and Focus Questions and build towards the culminating project. There should be 3-5 lessons to address each Focus Question.

	1
	· 1a

· 1b   

 

	2
	· 2a 

· 2b

  

	3
	· 3a 

· 3b 

   

	Culminating Project:




Culminating Project

This project, tied to the Essential Question, should be introduced to students at the start of the unit in order to make the goals of the unit explicit. The skills and content of all the lessons and activities in the unit should be scaffolded such that students can successfully complete the project.


 

SOCIAL STUDIES PROJECT

SUGGESTIONS

	Diaries

Research reports 

Newspapers

Political cartoons

Comic strip

Comic Book

Travel posters

Travel brochures

Postcards

Fables

Tall tales

Graphs

Tables

Charts

Informational Picture Book  (non-fiction and realistic fiction)

Letters –in the voice of

Letters to/from historical figures

Interviews-real people/ historical figures

Oral Histories

Webpage

Web quest

PowerPoint

Poster

Digital slide show

Captions on a student project

Viewer’s Guide for Class museum

Big books

Script for a Game Show

Compare & Contrast Charts


	Timelines

Alphabet books

Poetry

Journals

Biographies

Cookbook

Mapping

How to- Narrative Procedures

Feature articles

Historical Article

Historical Fiction

Point of  view –persuasive essays –Debating issues –op ed pieces –Editorials

Plays

Interviews-students taking roles

Last Will and Testament

Obituaries

Speeches

Board games

Observational writing

Jigsaws

Use of technology-pen pals, slide shows

Photo essays

Public Service Announcement

Billboard

Digital movie documentary

Visitor’s Guide

Classified Ad

Theater Review

Class museum with Viewer’s guide


                                                                                                         Lesson # ___

Unit’s Essential Question: _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Skills/Strategies and/or Content
Materials

	Mini-Lesson This may include: Direct instruction (content/ skills/research strategy); shared Reading (content/ skills); reading a selected portion of text aloud; reading /writing; modeling specific skills and/or strategies; viewing a film clip; making an explicit connection to previous activities; etc. This should include differentiation of content and/or process.

	


	Independent Work Time This may include independent work, partner work, small group work, research. This should include differentiation of content, process, and/or products.

	


	Share/Assessment This may include individual or group share, formal and informal assessment. This should include differentiation of content, process, and/or products.

	


	Connection to Culminating Project How does this lesson help students work towards the culminating project (in terms of skills, strategies and/or content)?

	


Resources

	Teacher
Background References
May include books, articles, museums, and websites
	Student
Literature

May include primary documents, poetry,  fiction, nonfiction , songs, etc.
	Classroom
Materials 

May include maps, globes, dictionaries, writing and art materials
	Web Sites & Technology Supports
May include websites, software, and videos
	Field Trips and Excursions 

May include permanent exhibits/collections in museums, historic houses, libraries, neighborhood walks, etc.

	
	
	
	
	


Civics, Citizenship and Government





Economics





Geography (Political and Physical)





Culture and Society





History (US and/or World)





Teachers contributing to this unit are:





Modify this paragraph to reflect your student outcomes.





Feel free to keep this paragraph or to modify it as you would like.





Modify this paragraph to fit the strategies taught in your unit.








Modify this paragraph to identify the content focus of your unit.








